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23. Oktober 1956: Der Zer-
storer USS Abbot DD 629
empfingt. - iiber Funk die
Nachricht von einem. Auf-
stand gegen das kommuni-
stische Regime in Ungarn.
Spontan.  organisiert der

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1989
THE PRAYERS OF MILLIONS AS

WELL AS THIS ONE LONELY MAN

20jahrige Marinesoldat John

W. Bugler eine Spendenak-
tion unter den Soldaten der
6. amerikanischen Flotte, um

WERE ANSWERED. PRAISE THE LORD.

.die Freiheitskdmpfer zu un-
Rund 30.000 -

terstiitzen”.

Dollar — viel Geld damals —
kamen zusammen. Sie wur-
den auf ein Konto des Roten
Kreuzes in Wien (iberwiesen.

Genau 30 Jahre spiter

kommt der Zivilingenieur
John W. Bugler nach Oster-
reich, um nach Andau in den
burgenlandischen Seewinkel
zu fahren. Uber die beriihmte
schmale Briicke iiber den Ein-
ser-Kanal gelang seinerzeit
Hunderttausenden Ungarn
die Flucht vor den Sowijet-

. Panzern. Sechs Wochen lang

zog eine endlose Menschen-
kette bei Andau nach Oster-

reich und damit in die Frei-

heit.

och “dachte damals, die

Revolution in Ungarn wiirde
auf die anderen osteuropdi-
schen Staaten dbergreifen,

- : ~Herr, 1aB alle Wachttiirme umfallent” John Bugler im Gebet an der Grenze

w | “Wie Mr. Bugler den:
- Fluchtlingen half

und ich hoffte, die Russen
wiirden hinter ihre Landes-
grenzen  zuriickgedrangt®,
erinnert sich der Amerikaner
irischer Abstammung. ,Am
liebsten wiren wir damals
durch den Bosporus mit un-
serem Kriegsschiff gefahren,
um auf der Donau den Un-
garn zu helfen." John W.
Bugler half indes in Amerika.
Ungezihiten ungarischen

Flichtlingen verschaffte er. |

Jobs in Hotels, Restaurant-
ketten, Baufirmen und Trans-
portunternehmen.

Jetzt wollte er jenen Platz
aufsuchen, ,der vor 30 jah-
ren fir Hunderttausende Un-

" garn ein Weg in ein Leben

mit Hoffnung war".

An der Grenze kniet der
Amerikaner = nieder = und
spricht ein Gebet: ,Herr, la8
alle Wachttirme umfalien,
laB uns die Waffen tief ver-
graben, beseitige alle Gren-
zen und gib allen Vélkern
ihre Freiheit!® Dann steckt
er einen StrauR Blumen an
die Tafel ,Achtung Staats-
grenze®.

Im Gasthaus Seywerth in: .’
Andau - unterbrechen drei
Pensionisten ihr Kartenspiel.
Jdhr Osterreicher habt da- -
mals selbst nicht viel gehabt
und trotzdem alle Fliicht-
linge aufgenommen. Oster-
reich war damals die Hand

‘Gottes fiir die Ungarn. Das

werden wir nie vergessen”, -
sagtihnen Bugler. .
‘ FRANZ EDER B -
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Ocmber 23, 1956: The de-
stroyer USS Abbot receives
news over the radio about an

uprising against the com-

munist regime in Hungary.
A 20-year-old sailor, John W.
Bugler, organizes spon-

’ taneously a donation cam-
.paign amongst the sailors of

the 6th American Fleet to
support the Freedom
Fighters. About $30,000 was
collected. It was transferred
into.an account of the Red
Cross in Vienna. -

‘Exactly 30 years later,
civil engineer John W.

Bugler of Oakdale comes to

Austria to visit Andaun. (and
c:wedoverintoﬂungaryto

us DIL REFININGeMARKETING co.

place flowers on Hungarian
soil in memory of those who
died there 30 years ago fight-
ing for freedom).

Andau was the crossover
point where hundreds of
thousands of Hungarians at

_the time succeeded in fleeing

from Soviet tanks across the
narrow Einser-Kanal
Bridge. For six weeks an
endless chain- of humans
moved through Andau to
Austria to freedom.

““I thought then the revol-
ution in Hungary would spill
over into other
East-European states, and I
hoped that the Russians
wouldbepushedbackbehind
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~their own borders,”” re-

members the American of
Irish heritage. “We wanted
to break through the Bos-
porous with our ship and
travel up the Danube to
Budapest and give aid to the
freedom fighters,” stated
Bugler. -

Since then, Bugler has
helped them in America. He
helped them find jobs in ho-
tels,. restaurant chains, con-
struction and transport com-
panies. Now he visits the
place which *‘30 years ago
represented a passageway to
a new life with hope.”

At the border, the Ameri-
can kneels and says a
prayer, “Lord, let all the
watchtowers collapse, let us
bury all weapons deep in the
ground, remove all bound-
aries and give freedom to all
people!”” Then he places a
bouquet of flowers on the
sign that reads
‘‘Achtung-Staatsgrenze’’
(Attention - State bound-
ary).

(The bouquet of flowers is
in memory of those who died
30 years ago fighting for
freedom while the West look-
ed on. Bugler was warned by
Hungarian authorities that
he would be arrested if he
entered Hungary to lay
flowers at the unmarked
gravesite -of the 1956 free-
dom fighters. He, instead,
crossed into Hungary at
Andau the crossover point
for thousands of refugees in
1956. He crossed over at 6

Oakdale man remembers I-Iungary’s freedom fight

REMEMBERING FREEDOM FIGHTERS-Joha W. Bugler of Oakdale says a prayer
and places flowers in memory of those who died in Hungary fighting for freedom in
October, 1956. As a 20-year-old sailor, 30 years ago, Bnderomniudaampﬁpﬁat
raised $36,000 to support the freedom fighters.(C WMF)

p.m._(dusk) on October 25.

‘He stated that as he prayed

he felt a hand come down
from Heaven and hold his
hands; and in his soul he
couldhearavolcewhich
said, Thankyou for re-

Speaking to three retired
pensmnersmthelomlm

“Seywerth” in Andau (one of

whomtransportedwerz,m
Hungarian refugees from

the border to the village in
1956) Bugler states, “‘you

Anstmnsdndnothavem& ,

to sustain yourselves at the

time, but nevertheless you
tookmallﬂlemm
tda;:thenthehandomod
for the Hungarian

This the world wrlﬁmnm
forxet ?




